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TAKE A JOURNEY THROUGH BLACK HISTORY - TOUR TELLS SLAVE STORIES, ANECDOTES
AND TRIVIA FROM UPTOWN TO HUNTERSVILLE
-------------------------------------------------Charlotte Observer, The (NC)-February 4, 2008
Readability: 6-8 grade level (Lexile: 1030L)
Author: DONNA WILLIAMS VANCE, STAFF WRITER
I moved here from Philly eager to learn Charlotte's history.
So you can imagine my delight when I met Juan Whipple, director of Queen City Tours, operator of a
daily Black Heritage Tour, and Black Heritage Tour and Pilgrimage Feb. 9, 16, 23.
"My tours take you on a journey that starts back in the 17th centuryand wind and twist through four
centuries of pain, struggle, strife and progress."
I learned a lot on a recent tour with Whipple.
The tours begin uptown, focusing on founding history, then continue to Huntersville and back pointing out contributions by black people along the way.
"People from Charlotte say there is no history here," Whipple said, but his tours prove otherwise.
"Unless you are 250 years old, you will learn something" Included in the tour is some general Charlotte
history.
Journeying forth he pointed out the prominent places and landmarks in uptown's four wards.
"Local folks have no idea of the remnants of slavery that are still around right under their noses,"
Whipple said. "There are slaves buried uptown in Settlers' Cemetery."
Citing more modern times, Whipple said most of Charlotte's black "firsts" happened in Brooklyn - the
Second Ward. "Black businesses here flourished from 1870 to the 1920s." Because of urban renewal,
many were pushed out to Biddleville or Washington Heights.
I learned that the Mecklenburg County Seal was designed by Harvey Boyd, a black man who lives in
Matthews.
That seal was at risk of being replaced, but Whipple interceded. "I had to talk to the folks downtown
and explain its history," he said. It was largely because of that discourse "they decided not to change it."
And upon arrival at Hopewell Presbyterian Church in Huntersville, you learn about the church's and
parishioners' significance to Mecklenburg County, and Hopewell's relationship to slaves and the area's
black Presbyterians.
The Trade and Tryon street intersection is not just the city's hub. There is a manhole cover that
acknowledges the signing of the "Meck Dec" - the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence signed May

8/14/2014

Page 2 of 3

20, 1775.
"Our (auto) tags used to say, `First in Freedom.' Some people think that had something to do with
slaves being freed . . . (but) it's referring to the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence . . . (our)
independence from the British," Whipple said.
The tour and pilgrimage last three hours and are peppered with slave narratives, anecdotes and trivia.
Whipple says his goal is to promote Charlotte's history and to show where landmarks are. "People
have a tendency to forget over the years where things are located."
Queen City Black Heritage Tour leaves daily from Mert's Heart and Soul restaurant, 214 N. College
St.; 9:15 a.m. and 1:15 p.m.; $18-$27. Pilgrimage, Feb. 9, 16, 23, has the same pick-up site, times, prices
as daily tour; www.queencitytours.com. Other Happenings This Month
Feb. 9
Unheard Voices. Historic Rosedale Plantation, 3427 N. Tryon St.; 1:30 p.m.; $5-$8; 704-335-0325
or www.historicrosedale.org.
Feb. 12
Historic Charlotte's 2008 Historic Learning Series. Jillian's, 200 E. Bland St.; 6 p.m.; members, free,
$5 for nonmembers; 704-375-6145 or www.HistoricCharlotte.org.
Feb. 16
Lincoln Academy Documentary and Discussion. Mecklenburg Public Library Main Branch, 310 N.
Tryon St.; 2 p.m.; free; 704-416-0101.
Feb. 23
Africa Alive! Museum of York County, 4621 Mount Gallant Road, Rock Hill; 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; $4-$6;
803-329-2121.
More Information
To book a black heritage tour: www.queencitytours.com.
To satisfy your hankering for history: www.cmhpf.org, or http://www.cmstory.org/african/
album/volume1/.
PHOTOS: 3
1. JEFF SINER - JSINER@CHARLOTTEOBSERVER.COM; 2. LAYNE BAILEY LBAILEY@CHARLOTTEOBSERVER.COM. Harvey Boyd of Matthews created the Mecklenburg
County seal (above). The McCoy Slave Cemetery in Huntersville is part of the tour.; 3. OBSERVER
FILE PHOTO. Settlers' Cemetery at Church and Fifth streets in uptown Charlotte.Edition: ONETHREESection: YOURWEEKPage: 1DCorrection: The following correction ran on February 7, 2008: A
story in Monday's Your Week section gave the wrong departing location and price of the Queen City
Black Heritage Tour and Pilgrimages. The tour and pilgrimages depart from the Levine Museum of the
New South. Prices for the pilgrimage are $16-$30. Also, reservations are required for both tours: 704-5660104.
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