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Monday newsletters always feature top 10 travel lists to inspire.

Today: Top 10 Best Caribbean Islands for a Luxury Holiday

Few destinations on Earth conjure visions of indulgent paradise quite like the Caribbean. A shimmering

mosaic of over 700 islands and cays, the region offers a stunning variety of landscapes and lifestyles –

each with its own rhythm, culture, and allure. For luxury travelers, the Caribbean isn’t just about sun

and sand; it’s about curated experiences, secluded beaches, private villas, five-star hotels, and

unforgettable moments framed by crystal-clear turquoise waters. Whether you’re seeking the glitz of

celebrity-favored hideaways, the tranquility of eco-conscious resorts, or the rich cultural immersion of

islands with deep colonial heritage, the Caribbean delivers. Here’s my selection of the 10 best Caribbean

Islands for a luxury holiday.

What is your favorite Caribbean island? Leave a comment below!

*** Follow me on Instagram, YouTube, Twitter or Facebook for a daily moment of travel inspiration ***

10. PUERTO RICO

Puerto Rico stands out as one of the best Caribbean islands for luxury travel, offering a vibrant culture

alongside upscale comfort. The island blends golden beaches, lush rainforests, and upscale resorts with

a rich cultural backdrop. Stay at Dorado Beach, a Ritz-Carlton Reserve, where beachfront suites,

personal butlers, and private plunge pools define barefoot elegance. In Old San Juan, boutique hotels

like El Convento offer colonial glamor steps from fine dining and art galleries. Don’t miss a trip to

Vieques or Culebra for stunning beaches, or an evening kayak in a glowing bioluminescent bay.

Perfect for: Culture lovers, romantic escapes, easy luxury

Official tourism website: Puerto Rico

Recommended hotels: Dorado Beach, A Ritz-Carlton Reserve and The St. Regis Bahia Beach

Resort

9. ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

For travelers seeking untouched beauty, authentic Caribbean culture, and ultra-private luxury, St

Vincent and the Grenadines offers a Caribbean luxury vacation far from the crowds. The crown jewel for

elite travelers is Petit St Vincent, a private island resort where villas have no phones or TVs, and

barefoot butlers deliver champagne by flag system. Bequia and Mustique are equally alluring: Bequia

charms with its low-key glamour and boutique hotels, while Mustique, a favorite of royals and rock

stars, offers private estates and an old-school sense of exclusivity that’s impossible to manufacture.

Perfect for: Yachting, private island retreats, nature lovers

Official tourism website: St Vincent and The Grenadines

Recommended hotels: Mandarin Oriental, Canouan and Petit St Vincent
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8. BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

The British Virgin Islands offer a perfect blend of adventure and upscale living. Known for their ideal

sailing conditions and scenic cays, the BVI are best explored by luxury yacht. You can island-hop

between Virgin Gorda, Jost Van Dyke, and Tortola, stopping to dine in overwater restaurants or anchor

near hidden beaches. The recently reimagined Rosewood Little Dix Bay is one of the region’s premier

luxury resorts, offering a blend of eco-conscious design and sophisticated elegance. With its coral reefs,

hot springs, and tranquil lagoons, the BVI is an ideal destination for those seeking an active yet

indulgent Caribbean luxury vacation.

Perfect for: Sailing holidays, secluded luxury, eco-conscious escapes

Official tourism website: British Virgin Islands

Recommended hotels: Necker Island and Rosewood Little Dix Bay

7. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Often underestimated, the Dominican Republic offers an elevated Caribbean luxury getaway. Punta

Cana is home to gated resorts like Tortuga Bay, St Regis Cap Cana and Eden Roc Cap Cana, offering

beachfront villas, private pools, and full-time concierge services. For those seeking total seclusion in

nature, the north coast is home to Amanera, one of the Caribbean’s most prestigious and secluded

resorts. Despite its scale, service and exclusivity are a priority – making the Dominican Republic ideal for

travelers who want all the amenities of a five-star resort with the option for full seclusion.

Perfect for: Large families, golfers, all-inclusive luxury seekers

Official tourism website: Dominican Republic

Recommended hotels: Amanera, Tortuga Bay, St Regis Cap Cana, and Eden Roc at Cap Cana

6. ANTIGUA

The Caribbean island of Antigua boasts 365 beaches – one for every day of the year – and a reputation

as a playground for the rich and famous. The island’s exclusive resorts, including Jumby Bay ((a private

island resort only accessible by boat), offer seclusion and top-tier amenities perfect for a lavish

Caribbean luxury getaway. Antigua’s vibrant sailing scene, especially during Antigua Sailing Week,

attracts yacht enthusiasts worldwide. History lovers can explore Nelson’s Dockyard, while beach lovers

enjoy pristine sands and crystal-clear waters.

Perfect for: Sailing elites, private island seekers, romantic retreats

Official tourism website: Antigua and Barbuda

Recommended hotels: Hermitage Bay and Jumby Bay Island Resort

5. ST LUCIA

With its dramatic Piton mountains and lush rainforests, St Lucia is a favorite among those who want a

nature-infused luxury escape in the Caribbean. Resorts like Jade Mountain and Ladera provide

breathtaking views and unique open-air architecture that blends seamlessly with the surroundings. The

island is a hotspot for wellness retreats, offering yoga, spa treatments, and farm-to-table dining
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experiences. St Lucia is among the top Caribbean islands for luxury travelers who seek romance,

adventure, and holistic relaxation.

Perfect for: Wellness travelers, honeymooners, luxury nature lovers

Official tourism website: St Lucia

Recommended hotels: Jade Mountain and Ladera

4. BARBADOS

Barbados Island offers a sophisticated blend of British colonial charm and vibrant island culture, making

it a prime destination in the Caribbean for upscale travelers. The Platinum Coast is dotted with some of

the finest Caribbean luxury villas and resorts, including the iconic Sandy Lane. Guests here enjoy world-

class golf courses, high-end shopping, and lively nightlife in St Lawrence Gap. Barbados is also known

for its welcoming atmosphere, making it an ideal island for families and social travelers seeking a

polished yet warm Caribbean luxury getaway.

Perfect for: Golfers, socialites, culture lovers

Official tourism website: Barbados

Recommended hotels: Sandy Lane Hotel, O2 Beach Club & Spa, and Fairmont Royal Pavilion

3. ANGUILLA

Anguilla offers an exceptional blend of rustic charm and elegant refinement. This island offers a

collection of stunning Caribbean luxury villas and resorts surrounded by pristine, uncrowded beaches.

What makes Anguilla unique is its culinary scene: with more than 100 restaurants, the island is a haven

for food lovers. The beaches here are wide, clean, and uncrowded, with Meads Bay and Shoal Bay East

often topping “best beach” lists. Whether dining beachside under the stars or exploring quiet coves,

Anguilla perfectly blends rustic charm with upscale comfort.

Perfect for: Luxury foodies, couples, privacy seekers

Official tourism website: Anguilla

Recommended hotels: Four Seasons Anguilla and Belmond Cap Juluca

2. ST BARTS

St Barts is synonymous with celebrity glamour and sophisticated luxury, making it one of the most

sought-after Caribbean luxury resorts destinations. The island’s boutique villas and exclusive resorts

offer unparalleled privacy, stunning ocean views, and a chic European flair. Days here revolve around

lounging at upscale beach clubs, shopping high-end boutiques in Gustavia, and dining in gourmet

restaurants helmed by renowned chefs. For travelers seeking a truly exclusive Caribbean luxury

vacation, St Barts embodies elegance and exclusivity like no other island.

Perfect for: Jet-setters, honeymooners, yacht owners

Official tourism website: St Barts

Recommended hotels: read my article about the top 10 best hotels in St Barts

Watch on

ST BARTS 4K | Ultimate luxury destination in the Caribbean (travelST BARTS 4K | Ultimate luxury destination in the Caribbean (travel……
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JohnB says:

FEBRUARY 8, 2021 AT 8:35 PM

Um no, on Turks and Caicos. Hated that place. Why no Barbados, Bermuda or St Kitts?

moretraveledthanjohn says:

DECEMBER 3, 2021 AT 9:54 AM

um , yes on turks john. You must have gone to grand turk not provo…and you probably went on a cruise

ship ..gross.

Juanita Fuentes says:

JANUARY 16, 2023 AT 5:02 PM

Barbados and Aruba are my countries – both beautiful places. Why aren’t they here? And where is Haiti

and Jamaica? I’m sorry but you don’t know how to construct a good suggestion list.

Trans India Holidays says:

JUNE 11, 2025 AT 1:18 PM

Great list! The variety of islands and luxurious experiences you’ve shared is inspiring. Turks and Caicos

and Anguilla sound especially appealing – they’re on my travel wishlist now!

Leave a Reply

Comment

Write a comment...

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.

Renowned for having some of the clearest waters in the world, Turks and Caicos is a dream destination

for travelers craving a serene luxury Caribbean beach vacation. Grace Bay Beach on Providenciales is

consistently voted among the best beaches globally, thanks to its soft white sands and tranquil

turquoise water. Ultra-luxury resorts like Amanyara and COMO Parrot Cay (set on its own private island)

deliver impeccable service and wellness-focused experiences. Activities like snorkeling on the vibrant

reefs, sunset sailing, and relaxing spa treatments make it perfect for travelers looking to combine

adventure with the tranquility of a Caribbean luxury getaway.

Perfect for: Spa lovers, romantic getaways, diving enthusiasts

Recommended hotels: read my article about the top 10 best hotels in Turks & Caicos

*** Follow me on Instagram, YouTube, X (Twitter) or Facebook for a daily moment of travel inspiration ***
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